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Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth Faithful, Friends, Family & Followers,
As we power through summer, there seems to be no shortage of activity in the Wing and the Association.

The change-of-command season is now behind us! We bid a fond farewell to Col. Mark “Chili” Howard as he heads
to the Pentagon. He will still remain closely associated with the Wing’s missions. Col. Aaron “A-Ron” Gray has
taken the helm, with a smooth transition from Deputy Wing Commander. Col. Chad “Magnum” Backes has returned
from ACC to serve as Deputy Wing Commander. Col. John “Ballgame” Issaco officiated at seven passings of the flag
worldwide, with the second-largest Operations Group in the Air Force continuing to operate seamlessly. As you’ll see
in an article in this issue, the MSG and Medical Group also had change-of-command ceremonies, along with several
of their subordinate squadrons. One special change saw Lt. Col. Eric “Worm” Armstrong, former 763 RS and 45 RS/
DO, take over the 55th Maintenance Squadron—a rare occurrence for a flyer.

The Wing has been busy this spring and summer, participating in several tests and exercises, as well as a first-
time large deployment to Australia for Talon Shield (details in the following article). Big Safari’s Greenville, Texas,
squadron continues to deliver upgraded airplanes and modify aircraft in the field, ensuring we stay ahead of the latest
technologies and targets.

Flood rebuild construction continues at a rapid pace. New facilities for the Security Forces Squadron (Ops, Firing
Range, and Kennels) and Logistics Readiness Squadron (Squadron HQ, Fuel Ops, and Logistics Warehouse) are now
operational, with the Aircrew Flight Equipment (formerly Life Support) facility set to open in the next few weeks.
The final major projects are taking shape. The Satellite Communications facility is nearing completion, with a large
steel cage being built to protect against high-altitude electromagnetic pulse. The combined NAOC and Looking Glass
alert facility has its alert billet rooms laid out. The Ops Campus is now “weathered in,” meaning the interior work on
the 420,000-square-foot facility is no longer affected by weather and will be progressing at full speed, regardless of
what this winter may bring.

The board of your association has also been busy establishing new officers and attending to various business mat-
ters. You can find the full Board of Directors listing in the following pages, but highlights include Col. (Ret.) “Bo”
Marlin as Vice President, Col. (Ret.) Joe “Ex” Spivey as Secretary, Col. (Ret.) Bill Bierbaum as Treasurer, and Lt.
Col. (Ret.) Paul “Stick” Miller as Membership Chairman. Col. (Ret.) Michael Cook honored his commitment by stay-
ing on as treasurer until the closeout of the Birthday Ball books. We thank Michael tremendously for his long service
and dedication to the Board. He has agreed to remain available as an Emeritus Board member to ensure we continue
benefiting from his wealth of knowledge.

The Board of Directors is also pursuing larger projects, including moving the 55th Wing Association from Florida
to Nebraska and establishing a more robust membership management system, including rosters and dues notices.
Planning for the 2026 Birthday Ball has begun, and a “save the date” will be sent out soon after Wing concurrence.

Thank you to all our members who keep the history of this historic Wing alive by sharing stories from the past and
staying fully engaged in the present. We have said goodbye to several friends over the past few months, but their ac-
complishments and memories will live on in our friendship. Thank you for reading through my ramblings, and enjoy
the great newsletter that Ryan Hansen has edited and written.

Videmus Omnia!

Mo
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Offutt welcomed the newest com-
mander of the 55th Wing during a
change of command ceremony held in
the Bennie L. Davis Maintenance Facili-
ty, June 17, 2025.

Col. Aaron Gray assumed command
from Col Mark Howard in a ceremony
officiated by Lt. Gen. Thomas Hensley,
commander of the 16th Air Force, Air
Forces Cyber, and Joint Force Head-
quarters-Cyber (Air Force).

“These Warhawks understand the
assignment — make both of these crown
jewel fleets produce both lethal and
life-saving electromagnetic warfare
and electromagnetic support effects,”
Gray said. “Find bad guys and tell the
good guys where they are so we can put
ordinance on them fast. And jam the
heck out of our adversaries to protect
blue forces. We can do it, and we will be
ready.”

Gray, former deputy commander of
the 55th Wing, brings a lot of experience
as the new Warhawk 01. As a command
pilot he’s clocked in more than 3,200
flying hours, including 1,600 combat
hours.

“Mighty Warhawks, in the last year
you have been safely and professionally
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meeting the never-ending combatant
command requirements, including
NORTHCOM and SOUTHCOM and
demonstrated that we huge game during
large force exercises,” Gray said. “You
have been securing the base, keeping
the airfield open, keeping our facilities
and networks running, fixing the planes
and keeping them at historically high
mission capable rates, and out thinking
the enemy. I am grateful for you, and I
promise you that I will give you my all.”

Hensley spoke highly of Gray and his
ability to lead the 55th Wing into a new
era of executing worldwide intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance, elec-
tromagnetic spectrum operations, and
nuclear command, control and commu-
nications support.

“Officiating the 55th Wing change of
command is an honor,” Hensley said.
“Col. Howard has led the Warhawks
through a period of extraordinary
operational tempo, ensuring the wing re-
mained a cornerstone of our Air Force’s
ISR and electromagnetic warfare capa-
bilities. As Col. Gray takes the guidon, I
have every confidence he will continue
to build on that legacy, driving mission
excellence and advancing the wing’s
critical role in securing our nation and
supporting our allies.”

www.55WA .org

Hensley awarded Howard the Legion
of Merit during the ceremony. How-
ard led the wing during ongoing flood
recovery efforts, the addition of new
squadron campuses on base, the imple-
mentation of the honorary commander
program, the acquisition of the final
WC-135R Constant Phoenix aircraft,
and a highly effective rating for Offutt’s
combat readiness inspection — the larg-
est exercise in Offutt’s history, among
others.

Howard will depart the wing for the
Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

“Serving as the commander of the
55th Wing has been the greatest honor
of my career,” Howard said. “Leading
this wing has been a privilege I will car-
ry with pride. Col. Gray inherits a wing
built on excellence, and I know he will
take it to even greater heights.

“Talons out,” Howard closed with.

“Can you see the future? It belongs
to those willing to change. There’s a
lot more to do, but when has that ever
stopped us,” Gray said. “I am honored
to be your leader. The next two years are
going to be transformative.”
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Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth participates in Talon Shield

Multinational exercise reinforces global
partnerships, future combat readiness

The 55th Wing recently returned from Australia following
its participation in Talon Shield, a high-end, multinational
training exercise that reinforced the U.S. Air Force’s ability to
project power, integrate with allies and execute from forward
locations.

Held in July as part of Exercise Talisman Sabre, Talon
Shield brought together Airmen from the 55th Wing, 319th
Reconnaissance Wing and 552nd Air Control Wing for a
demonstration of agile operations and combat readiness under
the Air Force Force Generation model.

“Talon Shield is a step forward in evolving the U.S. Air
Force force generation models to guarantee the service is pre-
pared to conduct the mission anywhere, at any time,” said Col.
Aaron Gray, 55th Wing commander. “The exercise strengthens
force readiness and the ability to conduct agile, distributed
operations as an allied team, as well as the collective ability to
keep pace with the rapidly evolving strategic environment.”

Hosted at Royal Australian Air Force Base Edinburgh, Talon
Shield emphasized joint and allied integration. The exercise
challenged U.S. and Australian forces to organize, deploy and
operate under resource-constrained and degraded communi-
cations conditions, while supporting distributed ground and
airborne command and control and intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance missions.

The 55th Wing led the deployment of nearly 200 personnel
spanning aircraft maintenance, operations, intelligence, com-
munications, security forces, logistics and personnel support.
These teams moved more than 55 tons of cargo, including
mission-critical systems and sustainment supplies, in coordi-
nation with U.S. Transportation Command, Pacific Air Forces,
and Royal Australian Air Force base support teams.

Throughout the exercise, the 55th Wing served under a
Strategic Deployable Combat Wing construct, showcasing
how smaller, agile units can maintain full mission capability
from dispersed locations. Despite the forward deployment,
55th Wing personnel continued managing their regular state-
side workload, including oversight of 11 contracts totaling $2
billion in capacity, with contracting officers assigned to four of
them.

“Training shoulder-to-shoulder with allies and partners
strengthens interoperability, demonstrates combined resolve
and readiness, and upholds regional stability and the rules-
based international order that safeguards global peace and
prosperity,” Col. Gray said.
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(Top) Aircraftman Trung Nguyen, left, Royal Australian Air
Force 10 Squadron, and Air Force Senior Airman Iris Morris,
55th Communications Squadron, set up a satellite dish during
Talon Shield at RAAF Base Edinburgh, South Australia July 10,
2025. (Above) More than 100 members of the 55th Wing and 10
Squadron walk down the flight line checking for debris at RAAF
Base Edinburgh, South Australia, July 8, 2025. The unified effort
protects aircraft and the lives of those who fly and fix them.

The operation highlighted the success of the AFFORGEN
model and demonstrated the 55th Wing’s ability to integrate
with partners, generate combat power from forward locations
and contribute to joint force superiority. More than 30,000
personnel from 19 nations participated in Talisman Sabre,
making it the largest bilateral military exercise conducted in
Australia.

www.55WA.org 4



Mission support, medical under new leadership —

Change of commands held at two groups

The 55th Wing welcomed new leadership for two of its six
groups in June, as Col. M. Mark Russell took command of the
55th Mission Support Group and Col. Sarah Evans assumed
command of the 55th Medical Group during time-honored
change of command ceremonies at Offutt Air Force Base.

On June 26, Col. Patrick Kolesiak relinquished command
of the 55th MSG to Russell during a ceremony held at the
Offutt Fire Station. Kolesiak’s tenure was marked by signifi-
cant achievements, including leading the installation through
Air Combat Command’s Foundational and Combat Readiness
Inspections. earning the highest rating for both, and playing a
vital role in Offutt’s continued recovery following the historic
2019 flood.

“Col. Kolesiak’s impact on the 55th Wing has been nothing
short of transformational,” said Col. Aaron Gray, 55th Wing
commander and presiding official. “He elevated readiness
across the enterprise and helped rebuild this base. The Fightin’
Fifty-Fifth is stronger because of him.”

Russell arrives from the Pentagon, where he served as chief
of the Asset Management Division in the Directorate of Civil
Engineers at Headquarters Air Force. In that role, he led policy
and oversight for Air Force housing, real property and envi-
ronmental programs across 180 global installations valued at
more than $670 billion.

“We’re proud to welcome Col. Russell to the Fightin’ Fif-
ty-Fifth,” Gray said. “He inherits an exceptional team and is
well-equipped to lead it to even greater heights.”

Two days earlier, on June 24, Col. Bozung passed command
of the 55th Medical Group to Evans, who previously led the
82nd Medical Group at Sheppard AFB, Texas. The 55th MDG
supports more than 49,000 Department of Defense beneficia-
ries in the Omabha area, including members of the 55th Wing,
U.S. Strategic Command and the 557th Weather Wing.

“I could not be prouder of the 55th “Mighty Medics,’” Bozu-
ng said. “They overcame resource limitations and executed the
mission with resilience and dedication. We made significant
improvements and remained fully committed to trusted care.”

Evans emphasized readiness and resilience as central to her
command philosophy.

“Stay ready so you don’t have to get ready,” Evans said.
“Readiness is not just a checkbox—it’s a culture, a mindset,
and a responsibility we owe to each other and the warfighters
who depend on us.”
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(Top) Col. M. Mark Russell assumes command of the 55th
Mission Support Group during a change of command ceremony
at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, June 26, 2025. (Above) Col.
Sarah Evans right, assumed command of the 55th Medical Group
from Col. Gray during a change of command ceremony held at
Offutt AFB June 24, 2025.

Kolesiak departs to lead Air Force ROTC Detachment 645
at The Ohio State University, where he will shape the next
generation of Air Force and Space Force officers. Bozung’s
next assignment was not publicly announced at the time of
publication.
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EA-37B completes first training sortie

The 43rd Electronic Combat Squadron
flew the first EA-37B mission training
sortie at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base,
Arizona, May 2, 2025.

The EA-37B, a wide-area airborne
electromagnetic attack weapon system
using a heavily modified version of the
Gulfstream G550 airframe, will replace
the legacy EC-130H as a more modern,
and cost-effective, commercial deriva-
tive aircraft. Ten of 14 EC-130H aircraft
have been divested to date.

“The EA-37B...represents the most re-
cent evolution in a long history of EMS
dominance for the 55th Electronic Com-
bat Group,” said Lt. Col. Jesse Szweda,
43rd ECS director of operations. “The
capabilities of this platform are the cor-
nerstone to addressing emerging threats
in any AOR at any time.”

The EA-37B sustains joint force
military advantage in electromagnetic
battlespace and builds a more lethal
force by modernizing electromagnetic
attack capabilities to deny peer compet-
itors’ tactical networks and information
ecosystems.

Members of the 43rd Electronic Combat Squadron pose for a group photo before board-
ing the EA-37B Compass Call aircraft for its first official mission training sortie flight at
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, May 2, 2025.

Additionally, the aircraft denies,
degrades and disrupts adversary com-
munications, information processing,
navigation, radar systems and radio-con-
trolled threats. It also employs offensive
counter-information and electromagnetic
attack capabilities in support of U.S. and
coalition tactical air, surface and special
operations forces.

“This EA-37B mission culminates
years of planning and coordination
between thousands of people spanning

many organizations,” said Lt. Col. Tray
Wood, 43rd ECS commander. “The hard
work and dedication of these groups
ensure the 55th ECG is prepared for
future conflict with the 43d ECS leading
developments in the electromagnetic
spectrum.”

The first EA-37B was delivered to the
55th ECG on August 23, 2024, with a
total of ten EA-37B’s are expected to be
produced and assigned to the group.

Royal Air Force pilot awarded U.S. Air Medal

A Royal Air Force member assigned to
the 343rd Reconnaissance Squadron was
presented the U.S. Air Medal at Offutt
Air Force Base, Nebraska, June 6, 2025.

While at 379th Expeditionary Wing,
AL Udeid Air Force Base, Qatar, Flt.
Lt. Tom Keable, 343rd RS evaluator
pilot, was pivotal in the collection and
distribution of critical, time sensitive
intelligence that brought awareness to
battlefield commanders, strike aircraft,
and grounded combat forces.

“I am honored to receive this award
because it draws wider attention to the
achievements of my crew and recogniz-
es our success as a team,” Keable said.

In 2014, Keable joined the RAF. In
2018, he finished RC-135 initial qualifi-
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Col. Aaron Gray, 55th Wing commander,
presents Royal Air Force Flt. Lt. Tom
Keable, 343rd Reconnaissance Squadron,
with the U.S. Air Medal June 6, 2025.

cation with the 338th Combat Training
Squadron and flew the UK Rivet Joint
with 51 Squadron until 2022. FIt. Lt.
Keable has flown nearly 1,500 hours in
the RC-135.

Keable is a part of the Military Person-

www.55WA.org

nel Exchange Program and the MPEP
help facilitates a one for one exchange
of military personnel between the U.S.
and allied nations.

“Flt. Lt. Keable earning the U.S. Air
Medal reinforces across our crew force
how our U.K. and U.S. Rivet Joint
crews are mutually supportive,” said Lt.
Col. Robert Smith, 343 RS commander.
“Our crews recognize his professional-
ism and aviation skill within the squad-
ron, Flt. Lt. Keable’s well-earned deco-
ration represents that more officially.

“It’s a great point of pride having Flt
Lt Keable seamlessly integrated into the
343d, and a reminder of how important
it is to train and operate with our allies,”
he added. “The Ravens are lucky to have
Flt. Lt. Keable as part of our team.”



Memorial Day —

Alumni honor those who gave all

The Omaha National Cem-
etery held its annual Memo-
rial Day ceremony May 26,
2025, honoring fallen service
members with a solemn
service attended by hundreds,
including U.S. Sen. Pete
Ricketts of Nebraska.

This year’s guest speaker
was Dr. Franklin Damann,
Defense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency Offutt Labora-
tory director. In addition to
delivering keynote remarks,
Damann also led a tour of the
DPAA facility for attendees
of the 2025 Recon Rendez-
vous earlier in the year.

A KC-135 Stratotanker fly-
over punctuated the tribute,
symbolizing the enduring

mission and sacrifice of those
who served.

“It’s important to have the
opportunity and the place
to honor and remember our

Cemetery director.

veterans who sacrificed so
much for our nation,”
Jason Dolan, Omaha National

The 55th Wing Association

Flanked by two Omaha National Cemeterjy volunteers are 55th Assoczatlon members Paul Jeanes
with the Space Force wreath, and Denny Haun, with the Air Force wreath.

was invited to participate in
the ceremonial wreath laying.
Denny Haun presented the
Air Force wreath, and Paul
Jeanes laid the wreath honor-
ing the Space Force.

said

Birthday reception celebrates wing, association legend

Members of the 55th Wing Association
gathered at the 55th Wing Museum on
July 3 to celebrate longtime member Max
R. Moore as he neared his 90th birthday.

The 90-minute reception was held inside
the 55th Wing Headquarters building and
brought together past and present mem-
bers of the 55th Wing family to recognize
Moore’s decades of service.

55th Wing Association President Mo
Krishna opened the event with welcoming
remarks, highlighting Moore’s lengthy and
impactful tenure with both the wing and
the Association. Krishna presented Moore
with a commemorative cap, sash and me-
dallion for outstanding performance and
dedication.

Following a group rendition of “Happy
Birthday,” Moore reflected on his 23-year
Air Force career with the Fightin® Fif-
ty-Fifth and his continued service with the
Association. Over the years, Moore has
served as a board member, secretary for 10
years and newsletter editor for 15.
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Max R. Moore, longtlme 55th ng and 55th Wing Association member, was honored
with a reception at the 55th Wing Museum July 3, 2025, on Offutt Air Force Base, Ne-
braska, to mark his upcoming 90th birthday.

He also paid tribute to his wife of 65
years, Carol, as well as other family mem-
bers, before expressing heartfelt appreci-
ation for the honor. The crowd responded
with three cheers in his name.

Among those in attendance were 55th
Wing Deputy Commander Col. Chad
Backes, 55th Wing Historian Jessica
Chavez, former 55th Wing Commander
Dan Peterson, past 55th Wing Association
President Joe Spivey and fellow alumni

www.55WA.org

Ham Kennedy, Denny Hahn, Ronnie
Mitchell, John Freeman, John Johnson,
Jim Maloney, Dave Wolfe, Carleton
Knight, Dan Jenkins, Mike and Sue Ta-
bler, and Jim and Sharon Thomas.

Moore’s family and friends were also in
attendance, including daughter Vicki and
her husband, Richard Patten; son Patrick;
his children, Ethan and Caroline; friend
Clayton Ingalls; and Patrick’s companion
Lisa Mykleby and her son, Keaton.
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Western Region holds regional recon rendezvous

More local alumni
events to follow

With the encouragement of
the 55th Wing Association
Western Region president,
more than ten 55th Wing
alumni got together April 21,
2025, in Colorado Springs,
Colorado.

In attendance at the local
recon rendezvous were
Chris “Pinky” Boyer, Glad-
ys MacElhaney, Bill Gould,
Kerm Neal, Rich Trentman,
Juan Moreno, Jim “Moonpie’
Whitehead, “Mad Jack™ Car-
son, Mace MacElhaney and
Keith Dastur.

b}

Given the success, the re-
gion is planning to host more
rendezvous moving forward.

Offutt law center renamed to honor SAC legacy

The Offutt Law Center was officially renamed the Strategic
Air Command Heritage Law Center during a May 1 ceremony
at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska.

Originally constructed during World War II as Building A
for the Glenn L. Martin Company, the facility later housed
Strategic Air Command headquarters from 1948 until SAC
moved to Building 500 in 1957.

“I was proud to help cut the ribbon and reconnect the
building to its historical roots,” said Lt. Col. John Reid, 55th
Wing staff judge advocate. “Even more exciting is our new
partnership with the SAC Museum, which provided historical
artifacts to help bring our heritage to life.”

The renovation project began in July 2023 and concluded on
the day of the renaming. Updates included repairs, fresh paint

throughout the interior, and the addition of a garden.

Thanks to artifact loans from the SAC Museum and signifi-
cant in-house labor, the total cost remained under $10,000.

“We wanted to present a professional image and honor the
legacy of SAC,” Reid said.
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Col. Mark Howard, 55th Wing commander, (far left) Lt. Col. John
Reid, 55th Wing staff judge advocate (2nd on left), Chief Master
Sgt. Andrew Small, 55th Wing command chief (far right), and
others from the Strategic Air Command Heritage Law Center cut

a ribbon before unveiling the renovations done to the law center
May 1, 2025, at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska.
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NEWS & NOTES

TAPS

BOWKER, William R., 100 — Died Jan. 30, 2025, in Milwaukie,
Oregon. He was married to his late wife, Jean, for 74 years. Com-
missioned in 1944, he became a pilot and later served in the Air
Force Reserve. Recalled for service during the Korean War in 1954,

he spent two years in Japan training A1r Force pilots. In 1957, he was .

assigned to the 55th Strategic R
Force Base, Kansas, as an RB-
ing to Oregon in 1967, he wo
enjoyed traveling the coun

ance Wing at Forbes Air

BARBOUR, Diane E., 89
Michigan. Widow of Fran
away last year, she and Fra
a longtime resident of Bell
as a court administrator in

HARRIS, Thomas E., 86 — 025, in Spring Hill,
Florida. He was married to his wif y, for more than 60 years.
After commissioning through OTS, Tom served as an EWO in
RB-47s with the 55th SRW at Forbes AFB, Kansas, in the 1960s,
followed by assignments with the 82nd SRS at Kadena AB, Okina-
wa, and later at Offutt. After retirement, he worked for NASA and
Houston Light and Power.

KNECHT, Ronald J., 87 — Died July 9, 2025, in Nokesville,
Virginia. An EWO in RBs at Forbes AFB, Ron continued flying in
RCs with the 55th at Offutt, then transferred to Eielson AFB, Alaska,
in the 6th SRW. He later served at SAC HQ and the Pentagon and
became a GS civilian in the Office of the Secretary of Defense. He
also worked for SAIC following his government service.

LEWIS, William E., 97 — Died August 21, 2021, in Kerrville, Tex-
as. A WWII veteran bombardier/navigator, he flew B-17s in Europe
and B-29s in the Pacific. He served as a respected 343rd IN and
squadron navigator in RB-47s at Forbes in the 1960s, later support-
ing U-2 and SR-71 planning at SAC SRC, and then the 15th Air
Force. He retired in June 1970 as a colonel after 36 years of service.
In retirement, he founded a golf equipment and driving range busi-
ness in Kerrville, which he sold in 1998.

LEWIS, Helen Louise “Lou”, 94 — Died December 24, 2019, in
Kerrville, Texas. Lou was married to Bill Lewis at Davis-Monthan
AFB, Arizona, in 1952, and they were together for 67 years. She was
a devoted military wife and mother, active in church, Officers’ Wives
Clubs, and community groups at every duty station.

PARENTE, Michael, 87 — Died May 30, 2025, in Bellevue, Ne-
braska. Chief Parente served as the Senior Enlisted Advisor of the
3902nd Air Base Wing at Offutt and later as Command Chief of the
55th SRW, retiring in 1990 after 33 years of service. Known as a
“Chief’s Chief,” he also served as International President of the Air
Force Sergeants Association. In retirement, he taught JROTC at Bel-
levue East High School and managed the Knights of Columbus Hall.
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SAENZ, Roland, 89 — Died April 12, 2025, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
He was married to Kathy for 64 years. Roland was a career naviga-
tor who began flying RB-47s with the 55th at Forbes in the 1960s
and later transitioned to RCs at Kadena and Offutt. He later became
a successful entrepreneur in Bellevue.

SCUDERI, Margaret J. “Peg”, — Died July 6, 2024, in Centerville,
Georgia. Peg was the widow of Rich Scuderi, an RC-135 EWO and
later part of SRC at Offutt and Warner Robins, who died in 2001.
Married for 61 years, Peg was a dedicated military wife and mother
who also worked as a realtor and administrative assistant at Warner
Robins AFB.

SNEED, C. Daniel, — Died June 16, 2025, in Omaha, Nebraska.
Dan began his Air Force service as a Russian linguist, later commis-
sioning through ROTC after attending the University of Kentucky.
He flew in the 38th SRS and 1st ACCS at Offutt in the early 1980s,
and then with NATO AWACS in Germany before separating in
1987.

WARD, Judith, 85 — Died December 16, 2024, in Nevada City,
California. She was married to Patrick Ward for 66 years. Pat
served as a navigator in RCs at Kadena in the late 1960s and early
1970s and later with the 55th at Offutt. A Pennsylvania native and
Penn State graduate, Judy taught preschool and later entered federal
service with the USGS Water Resources Division, retiring in 1997.

YATES, Paul R. “Rick”, 69 — Died May 13, 2025, in The Villages,
Florida. He was married to Dixie for 24 years. Rick served as an
Army infantryman before earning a commission in the Air Force.
After navigator training, he was assigned to the 2nd ACCS and

38th SRS at Offutt, followed by tours at Eielson and Barksdale, and
returned to Offutt with the 1st ACCS. After retiring from active duty,
he worked for 29 more years as an analyst and logistics planner at
PACATF and Scott AFB.
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NEWS & NOTES
SHOPPING

Please visit the association website to see all items!

Long Sleeve 55th Association Shirt Short Sleeve 55th Association Polos Long Sleeve 55th Association %; Zip Pullovers
Red, White, Navy Blue. (S-XXXL). Cost $63 White, Red, Royal Blue, Dark Navy. (S-XXXL). White, Royal Blue, Red, Navy, Grey (S-XXXL).
+ 86.50 Shipping ($69.50). Cost $40 + $6.50 Shipping ($46.50). Cost 343 + $6.50 Shipping ($49.50).

In addition, there are also hats and tumblers available.

Questions? Please contact Denny Haun at papahaun@cox.net
Denny Haun, 918 Oxford Circle Papillion, NE, 68046
Please make checks for the full amount of purchase to:55th Wing Association.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

{Contact Information Update)

Name Spouse

Address City State  Zip
Home Phone Cell Phone

email:

Are you a Veteran? Yes Mo Branch of Service

{Dates of Service)
Are vou a former member of the 55th Strat Recon Wing?

When were you 2 member of the 35 Strat Recon Wing?

{Dates of Service)
Are you a current or former member of the 55th Wing?

When were you a member of the 358 Wing?

(Dates of Service)

Which 35th Unit(s) were you a member?

Are you on active duty? If so, with what unit? Ranlk

What is your present occupation?

Return this form with dues, if applicable. 320 per year or $55 for three years to:
55th Wing Association, P.O. Box 13165, Offutt AFB, Neb. 68113

AUGUST 2025 www.55WA.org








